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JIVAKA CHINTAMAN]
Muktialambakam—Chapter on Liberation
By
Prof A Chakravalr M \ IES (Rtd)

Section I—Vijaya Devi s Renunciation

The facts narrated below relate to the period of Jivakas regn
He red all his and regained the Kingdom last by his
father Once again he established peace and propsenty By his
generosty he spent his wealth liberally for the welfare and hapm
ness of his subjects  To satisfy the desire of his Queen Mother, he

{ The Jivaka Chintiman; ts the foremost of the five Mahikivyas and 1s
undoubtedly the greatest existing Tamul literary monument It remains
unnivalled in Tamil hter ture for its d of ! of
hterary diction and beauty of desenption of nature  Professor A Chakravarty
18 well known for his devoted studies in Tamu literature and his excellent
monagraph Jaina Liter ture 1n Tamil was published throush the pages of
the Jama Antiquary It s very good of him that he 18 giving to us an exhaus
tive Summary of the Chapter on Liber tion from the Jivaka Chintimam  The
Tam) classic has its 1deslog £al and cultural charactenstics and it deserves to
be tud ed 1 companson with stmilar classic  de hing with the hife of Jlvaka
m San knt Nannnda and other languages [For such a study Professor
Chakravart: s resume 18 of great value Editor |
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raised a huge and grand temple necar an Asdoka tres for the Omim
cient Lord who destroyed the 8 kinds of Karma and who realised
the 8 divine qualites A willage surrounded by fertile paddy fields
was set apart as a gift to the temple for the performance of dailv
pj3 and celebrating the annual festival for the Omnicient [ord
In memory of all those who protected and helped Jivaka from the
day of his birth upto his wvictory, the Quecen Mother dedicated all

+the happy results of these good deeds to them, because these great

souls will not accept any matenal reward ag a mark of her gratitude.
When she landed near the cremation ground and gave birthtoa
child, the goddess of the place, took care of her and alter delivery,
carefully led her to Adrama of Tapasts In grateful remembarance
of this goddess, she had another temple raised at that place n the
name of the goddess The pzacock vehicle in which she eseapad from
the Capital and which safely brought her down to land, she did not
forget She had a portrait of that always 1n her chamber The child
Jivaka was brought up by great merchant Kandukadan whe secured
as companions for his adopted child 504 children The Queen
Mother arranged with her brother Govinda to feed 505 children
every day with the pure cow’s milk and also to feed them with rich
food It was only then that the Queen Mother got r13 of her anxiety

and care

Sunanda, the adopted mother of Jivaka, one day approached the
Queen Mother  She was embraced with joy by Queen Mother and
was praised for the service rendered to Kuru dynasty for saving and
nursing the child Jivaka, Then she called the 8 queens of Jivaka
with great affection and tcld them as if commumicating a secret as
follows —*“You, 8 queens, represent the 8 garlands over the crown
of the State which [ saw 1n my dream May God blsss you with
children May you all have unswearving faith 1n the Lord.”

After meeting her 8 daughtersn-law, she called her son, the
King, to come near her The King approached her humbly, wor-
shipped the Queen Mother with the flowers and bowed before her
touching her feet with the crowned head  After respectfully hailing
his mother, he was asked to sit by herself The Royal Mother

addresesed her son as follows .—
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“You must have heard from others all that had happ n 4 to your
father Now My D ar Worshipful Jivaka [ will t Il you all that
has hapoened to the great King, your father Please hsten to me
The Ring who was enjoying the royal prosperity was unfortunately
clouded by last and sensual pleasur s hike the brautifal moon at the
time of echpse S he became a slave to sensual pl asures H did
not cate about the distespectful remarks of lus p opl- H would
not accept the wise advice of his learn~d Mumisters  He sp=nt fus
life bke a mad elephant beyond the control of its Mahout His
Muaisters reahsing that thetr presenc would be of no use left their
services  Ja t as the sea breaks the protective embankments and
submerges the coastal aity all the protective advice rendered by his
Mimsters was of no use to protect the king from being drowaed 1n
th mere sensual pleasures  H= forgot all hus kingly duties  All hus
fionds and relations went away in disgust feaving him aloae  This
helpless sitnation 18 but the result of his own conduct  You plant a
castor seed but you cannot expect a hard and weiphty ‘Acha tree
to grow out of that seed Realising the helplessness of the King,
the treacherous Army C der, Kattiyangaran, to whom he dele
gated all s powers, undermined the King s sovereigmity and usurped
all the powers to himself  The king reahsed too late the dangerous
sitnation  In order to save the unbom prince—yourself--he put me on
the peacock vehicle and bade me to quit safely After my escape, the
King unpraotected, faced the situation and became a vicum 1 the
hands of the treacherous commander This tragic end 13 but the
result of the King’s own conduct When you sow evil seeds you
cannot harvest good Oht My Son, the ruler Inarrate all these to
you so that vou must beware of sensual pleasures How the time
18 ripe for me to renounce the world and spend my time n a holy
monastety  Heaning these sad words of his mother, the king was
shocked and swooned At once his queens and the women servants
of the Royal Household sprinkled rose water on his face and gently
fanned laim  Then he got up as if waking from his sleep and asked
the Queen Mother to communicate her message to lam  Then she
addressed hum in the following words

“We are all deeply 1mmersed i the desite to hve  We never
know the exact period of hife that we are kely to have from birth
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to the end  But at the end when death overtakes us, we feel help
lese to save our hfe from the jaws of Death At that time, the only
thing left to us 1s to feel sorry for uselessly wasting our hfe. We
cannot get back all those wasted days with the hope of spiritual
regeneration That 1s imporaible for us Death will necessarly
swallow us as the glutton swallows rich food The end is certam
In spite of such a life, marked by birth and inevitable end, we are
fortunate enough to be horn as men in happy circumstances Born
in such a happy environmesnt, you musit take advantage of the
sitvation and sincerely make effort for your spintual development
by walking the path of righteonsness  Instead of walking this path
of nighteousness, if we hive immersed with the pleasure in the nudst
of wife and children, we are sure to be frustrated Persons who
are biought together by the tie of family affection will all get dis-
persed at the critical moment, just hike rain drops get dispsrsed by
strong wind Hence, | advise you not to become a slave of environ-
ment The way of desire for sensual pleasure, family affection etc —
all these things prevent your spiritual development  Haznce, | advise
you not to show affection for your dear ones because such an
affection 1s an impediment to spiritual development. Take courage
to forget that [ am your Mother and let me= have freedom to adopt
my own way of ascetic life "

Agam the Queen Mother addressed the following words on the
importance of virtue “Instead of being intoxicated with sensual
pleasures in the company of beautiful maiden utterly blind to th:
value of virtue before old age overtakes you, my dear friends, attend
to Tapas and Dharma—penance and piety. Body 1s but an abode
of pamful diseases It serves as a delicious food for death Before
the body loses its health and becomes decrepit, try to share your
food with the needy and cultivate noble qualities achievable through
the instrument of human body After all, body is but a cart and
man 1s 1ts driver Life in the body 1s the axle of the cart. If by
long and constant use, the cart becomes worn out and dilapidated,
there 1s no possibility of reconditioning 1t by introducing a new lfe,
a fresh axle But body gets abandoned finally as useless In some
cases, the body, instead of lasting till the end of the date of the age,
may get destroyed even earlier by getting struck 1n the stream of
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sorrow and mus~ry  Hence before this cart becomes us less by
losing 1ts axle of hife, man must achieve all the benefits dervable
from that body Therefore, my friends, try to achieve maximum
motal benefit as your fare in driving the cart  Ordinanly, men are
ruled by desire  They do not try to achieve moral greatness They
do not know the exact nature of Dharma  They slavishly pursue
this desice for pleasure  Realise that this object of deuire 13 quite
worthless  Hence, desist pursuing such worthless desites  We see
tn this world persons living in great prospenity reluctantly eating
their rich food offered 1n golden plate by their beloved wife The
very sam  person as a result of adversity may lose all his wealth and
may go about begging for food carrying v mud plate 1n s hand
My dear friends realise that wealth 13 nothing  Direct your attention
on spintual duscipline  For that 1a the only thing worthy of achtev
g Again, we sce in this world even the queen 1n the royal house
hold who was accustomed to drink milk 1 a golden cup, may lose
all her royal gloty as a result of ewil destingy  Fifled by poverty and
hunger she mny go from door to door hegging for food  Such 1a
the nature of the world  Hence, never desire wealth my friends
Pursue righteousness We sce tn this world such paverty and
misery A woman may have only small rag scarcely fit to cover
h ¢ nakedness Thus covering her nskeduess with one hand and
the rag she may hit her other hand to pluck a few leaves for cocking
She may ery out in that stuation curaing her destiny that has led
her to this shameful misery My dear friends after witnessing such
things in hfe, never approach wealth D vote yourself to Tapas
and spintual discipline  Even a young man with heaunful and
wellbuilt body which will be a source of joy for the 3oung women
to lock at, may become old and bent in body and m 1 require a
support of a stick to stand anght  Thus you realise that youth s
but a ephemeral event 1n lfe™ All this moral advice the Queen
Mother, nddressed for the benefit of her son Jivaka

Carcfully List-ning to these words of the Queen Mather, Sunanda
took th- advice ns also applicabl 15> h reelf  She turns to Jivaka
and addresses bam as follows —*Oh I notle King, Queen Mothers
dectnion to renounce the world may be conmdered esther good or
bad  Butlentirely accept that decision I have alto deaded to
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follow her * Heaning these words of Sunanda, Jivaka stood <psech-
less not knowing what to cay  Thus, leaving Jivaka behind. both
the mothers left the place for the monastery  The other ladies at
the roval houschold stood there helplessly shedding tears The
City b-zan to cry in griel  The people 1n the Citv did not ery <o
much even on that day when the Queen escaped from the City on
her peacrck machine The noise of crymg was similar to the roar
of sea during cyclone  The Queen Mother's pilankin was followed
by 1,000 others carrving 1,000 other wemen al<o who followed the
Queen Mother Al of them reached the holy Adrama precided over
by Pomma, the Mother Superior of the <acred Asrama

The Queen Mother surrounded bv 1,000 followers got down and
entered th= holy Adrama 1nd bowsd before the chief ascetic Pomma
and begged her to admut herself and all as her followers into her
Adrama a1d to guide them to cros: the oczan of Samsara. At this
request from the Queen Mother, the Chief of the Asrama rephed
thus. ‘S intual discipline through ascetism 1s an extremely difficult
experience But leading a hife according to the path of nighteousness
without u 11ertaking a-cetism will make hfe in this world happy and
pratiseworthy and may also result in deriving happiness in Svarga
hereafter Hence you ladies, desist from ascencism @ At this word
of warning, the Queen Mother replied “Oh? Holy Mother. We will
listen to your preaching of Dharma later on  Please inttiate us now
in the ascetic ife” At this importunate request, the female ascetics
n the Adrama began to make all the necessarv arrangements for
the ceremony of mmtiation  The place was decorated with flowers
and leaves Lights were it The seat was beautifully decorated
The Queen Mother's feet wers washed with milk  Her royal dress
of sitken stuff was all removed The white cotton cloth was tied
round her breast According to the rules of spinitual disciphne,
other ladies had also undergone the same ceremony Their orna-
ments and garlands were all removed Ordinary cotton cloth was tied
round their breast Then the Queen Mother and Sunanda and all the
other ladies who followed them were seated facing east Then all their
beautiful dresses were eut by the female ascetics of the Adrama and
were taken away 1n plate from the place After the ceremony, all
the ladies appeared hke peacocks which shed their feathers. Thus

-
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hving 1n the Asrame the ladies ndopted tueir ascetic hfe  They had
found faith in the sacred acripture revealed by the Lord Ommcient
They were all seriously engaged 10 spuntual disaiphne  They filfed
their souls with spintual qualites  Their body made of bones and
flesh when filled with many spinitual qualiies vecembled a golden
pot filled with jewels and precious stones

The noble ascetics remained s the Aframa quute chfferent to
the world outside Nesthar the prase nor the blame from the
people around had any reaction mn them  They were deeply inter
ested 1n the study of the senpture  They were not subject to any
doubt or delusion  Their farth in the world revealed by the Lord
wat shining like a beacon light before the whole world  One day
the King followed by hiz queens went to the Asrama all carrying
flowers of worship There they worshipped at the feet of the Queen
Mother pouring flowers at her feet Then he addressed as follows —

‘Oh Holy Mother! Inthe days gone by, [had notthe good
fortune to hive with you Now after the victory, [ hoped to be with
sou in the palace  But vou have renounced the world and the royal
environment | beg to make one request  Be pleased to stay in the
City s0 that [ may have the pleasure of visiting you often  The
holy ascetic the Royal Mother made no reply to this request  She
temamned mlent hke a statue  Then, Pomma  the Mother Supenor
of the 1srama wterven~d and rephed as follows  ‘The good lad,
remained milent without replying in order to mnke you reahse that
the old domestic relation will not hold good any more  You may
forget and give up the feeling of the old relatonship  Hextng these
words of expl , the King her with his queens began to
tobin gnief  Then the hing spoke as follows  Oh Sacred Mother
1do not want to claim and re-establish the old filial affection and be
frequenting lérama My sole desire to winit the Lsrama s to sce
and realize the courage of the noble ascetics wha are devoted to Lard

and who carry out the s ! discipl d 10 the holy
scnpture ™

Heaning theae words from th= kine Al the female 4 cetics of
the Adrama were moved by sympithy and be~ged the ascetic Queen
Mother 1o utter a word of comfort assuning her that such o kind
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reply would not 1n any way interfere with her fanth and devotion
to the spiritual discipline At this request of the female ascetics of
the Adrama, the Queen Mother turned to the King and spokeas
follows *  “The very object that you mention as yours to perceive
those that follow the haoly Dharma in directing the people to walk
the path of salvation, 1s,identically the same object to realise which
we renotince the world ana‘iom the holy Adrama” At this the king
spoke as follows’ ‘Hp@?ﬁijeenc, you took no trouble to bring me
up as your son_,.Now yAlr renouncing me and the world 1s but
proper,” tFlen t 7 to Suninda, he said  “Since you took
trouble to'bhing me up, you are my real mother. Up to now you
bave not done anything to calice me pain, Now vou renounce the
world and me  You have been cruel to me, you cruel and heartless
lady "

Thus, he expressed his grief before her like a wounded cub
strugghng 1n pain before his mother Then Sunanda spoke as
follows  “Let the past be forgotton Having lost my husband, |
remained with you without grumbhing For this the world blamed
me that instead of mourning my lost hugband, ] remained 1 royal
glory Itving 1n your palace Now when the royal Mother spurned as
trifle the wealth and prospenty of the royal household and entered
as an ascetic in the \drama if | remained 1n the palace enjoying the

prosperity of royal household, the world will curse sull more Do
you really want me to be an object of blame and ndicule >". With
these words, she conforted the king and asked him to go back to the
palace and attend to State duties  Then the Ascatic Queen Mother
addressed th= Nandattan Sunanda’s son, 1n the following words:
“Do not feel pain at heart bzscause we renounced th= world and
entered the Asceic Adrama  We will never forget you We wish
you a happy future”  They were happy hearing these words
Thereafter, he praised the ascetics consistent with their stay m
the holy Adrama, left the Aérama and went back to the palace His
queens then took leave of their mothers-in-law and followed the king
and entered the royal palace, Therealter, the noble Queen of the
late King Sachchandan with beauty well known to the whole world
considered the happiness of the world as meiely a bubble, renounced
the world, gave up all desires for wordly things and strictly walking






